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The Taiwan Social Change Survey (TSCS), started
annually since 1984, 1s a well-known repeated cross-
sectional survey. To facilitate the analyses of TSCS
as longitudinal data, this research project aims to
combine the TSCS data of various years into several
datasets. First, data collected in the four thematic
surveys (including issues regarding family,
stratification, mass communication, and religion)
have been appended separately. Second, demographic
information from the four thematic surveys has been
combined into each appended data file separately. In
order to retain the original information and to
maximize the research value of the appended data, the
strategies and steps of data processing have been
carefully designed, from both the viewpoints of data
managers and those of data users. The appended files
enhance the values of the existing TSCS data. In
addition, the experience gained in this project would
be beneficial for future projects which seek to
append the repeated cross-sectional data of other
surveys. With the four appended data files, not only
can the researchers easily understand the changes in
social structure, but they can also disentangle the
changes into age, cohort, and period effects.
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Abstract

The Taiwan Social Change Survey (TSCS), started annually since 1984, is a
well-known repeated cross-sectional survey. To facilitate the analyses of TSCS as
longitudinal data, this research project aims to combine the TSCS data of various
years into several datasets. First, data collected in the four thematic surveys (including
issues regarding family, stratification, mass communication, and religion) have been
appended separately. Second, demographic information from the four thematic
surveys has been combined into each appended data file separately. In order to retain
the original information and to maximize the research value of the appended data, the
strategies and steps of data processing have been carefully designed, from both the
viewpoints of data managers and those of data users. The appended files enhance the
values of the existing TSCS data. In addition, the experience gained in this project
would be beneficial for future projects which seek to append the repeated
cross-sectional data of other surveys. With the four appended data files, not only can
the researchers easily understand the changes in social structure, but they can also
disentangle the changes into age, cohort, and period effects.

Keywords : Taiwan Social Change Survey, repeated cross-sectional survey,
longitudinal analysis, appended data
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