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With the attempt to explore the actual enactment of “equality of educational
opportunity” at rural schools, this study was designed to conduct a two-year
(8/1/2004~7/31/2006), large-scale field study to understand the school ecology
for curricular/pedagogical practices and educational opportunities in rural
junior-high schools in Taiwan. In order to provide a holistic understanding,
research methods applied in this study include document analysis of the related
policies, as well as a questionnaire survey, actual site visits, and in-depth
investigative interviews of the school ecology. In this paper, the author just
reports the partial findings drawn from the survey results obtained from 194
rural junior high schools (out of the total number of 225) in the first year of
study (8/1/2004~7/31/2005). Findings discussed in this paper are particularly on
the school ecology in relation to the input, process, and outcome perspectives of
equality of educational opportunity at rural junior high schools in Taiwan. The
factors of school ecology are examined from the aspects of contextual
environment (school location and the community at large), environment of
human (composition of the students, teachers, parents), material environment
(resources, facilities and supplies), and educative environment (school
curriculum provision).
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