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Framework
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Abstract
Neil Vi Omdre T. _ _
Mill er In recent years, Taiwanese society has
shown strong support for harsher punishment for
criminas. Public opinion reports indicate a
sgnificant mgority support for capita
punishment and they aso record intense
demands that the courts trest criminals more
harshly. The issue of crimind punishment has
received consderable media and public attention.
The court system and nationd legidatures have
moved in this direction as well. Why do
people prefer harsher punishment and why not?
- What makes people believein capita

punishment? The answer may not be easy nor
smple

The current study attempts to investigate
the socidpsychologica dynamics of punishment
reactions to crimina offenders, based on a
theoretical framework by Neil Vidmar and Dde

( policy relevance)
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T. Miller. Large quantity of legd studies on
punishment has been focused on andyzing the
rationae behind it. However, few have been
devoted to considering crimina sanctionsasa
socid and psychologica phenomenon. More
recent studies have made efforts to understand
the socidpsychologica dynamics of crimina
deterrence which is only one of the many
functions of legd punishment. The focdl
objectives of thisstudy are:

Fig, an attempt to examine the motives
underlying and the functions served by
punishment reections.

Second, there are very few, if any, studies
on punishment reactions which based on
sociapsychologicd framework in Tawan. The
present investigation will examine the two basic
types of punishment motives-- behavior control
and retribution, usng factor andyss. The focus
of these motives are the offender and a broader
socia audience.

Third, an attempt to identify whether or
not people from various categories have different
degree of reactions toward harsher punishment
or death pendty, and how ison€e' s punishment
reection different from anothers . Comparison
among gender, age, educationd attainment,
income, and occupation will be made.

Thefindings of the present study will have
considerable policy relevance aswetry to
reduce crime rate and tackle the dilemma
between civil rights of law-abiding people and
crimina offenders. But the foca objective here
isto improve our understanding of how
people’ s attitudes toward legd punishment are
produced and what influences them, rather than
advocating any intervention srategy.
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