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In this study, | attempt to understand the youth violence and mental health
status in Taichung area. The target population is adolescents aged 11 to 18 years
enrolled in schools. By using stratified cluster sampling method and with deleting
few invalid cases, | obtained an analytical sample of 6,245. The main findings in
this study are: 1) the one-year prevalence of violent behavior is 43.9%, and the
life-time prevalence of direct victimization is 15.3% ; 2) The significant risk
factors for having violent behavior among adolescents include age, the level of
impulsive personality, coming from violent family or not, the level of family
protective function, the level of deviant behavior of close friends, having direct or
indirect victimization or not, and smoking, drinking and using drug or not ; 3)
The significant risk factors for having the indicative of depressive symptom
include age, sex, family structure types, family socioeconomic status, the level of
self-esteem, coming from violent family or not, the level of family protective
function, the level of deviant behavior of close friends, having direct victimization
or not, drinking or not, having the indicative of posttraumatic stress symptom or
not, and having violent behavior or not - | also obtained supportive results for the
notions regarding to the causal effect of past victimization and current violent
behavior as well as the effect of earlier experiences of victimization and violent
behavior on the current depressive symptoms for adolescents.

Key words : Adolescent, Violence, Victimization, Depression
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