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English Abstract

The primary purpose of this project is to develop a comprehensive higher
education data system in Taiwan. Upon completion, this system will provide various
kinds of data, ranging from institutional characteristics, staffing, facilities, curriculum
offerings, to student demographic backgrounds, qualifications, attitudes, participation
in school activities, classroom experience, performance, degree completion, and
development after graduation. These data will become valuable resources for research
and evaluation studies to address a variety of issues relating to, for example, the
efficiency of educational practices, the quality of instruction, and the learning and
other development of students. The resulting databases, together with derived
statistics and study reports, will be posted at a specially designed Website for the
general public as well as researchers and policy-makers to optimize the value of the
data system.

This project is a three-year project. We completed seven national student and
teacher databases, which are valuable resources. Not only many scholars make use of
these databases for research but we also continue disseminating these databases in



order to allow more people to gain deeper understanding of Taiwan higher education.
The first year’s work focuses on the following tasks: a) developing working
relationship with various offices of the Ministry of Education; b) communicating to
universities and colleges the justification for this project and soliciting their
cooperation; c) setting up the computer and network system for data collection and
dissemination, and d) designing and implementing surveys of three student cohorts —
freshmen, juniors, and the previous years’ college graduates.

The second year’s work focuses on the following tasks: a) designing and
implementing surveys of the previous year’s college graduates; b) analyzing data for
the freshmen and juniors surveys; ¢ )initial analysis of graduates survey data; d)
designing and implementing faculty survey; e) holding a conference for the first stage
of our research outcomes. f) updating the freshmen and juniors cohort email addresses,
preparing for the first follow-up survey of these two samples of students; g) training
seminars.

The third year’s main tasks are as follows: a) designing and implementing
freshmen survey (94 academic year); b) designing and implementing 94 academic
year survey of juniors (92 academic year freshmen); ¢) conducting survey of the
freshmen of two-year institutes of technology; d) designing and implementing survey
of 93 academic year graduates (92 academic year juniors); e) analyzing data for the
freshmen, juniors and faculty surveys; f) to hold two workshops about the contents
and instructions of the databases; i) electronic report.

This report summarizes the processes and outcomes of this project. Specific
products are described below, posted at the web site
(http://www.cher.ed.ntnu.edu.tw/analyze/) or attached in the appendices.

Keywords: higher education database, institutional research, higher education
research
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