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The systematic evaluation of early intervention for young children with
developmental delays

The early intervention for young children with developmental delays has been
an important issue in the fields of social welfare and child development in Taiwan.
As the main purposes of early intervention are to help promote the development of
these young children with developmental delays and the function of their parents
and families, early intervention is considered as an array of family-centered,
multi-disciplinary, coordinated and effective services - However, effective early
interventions are based on hedthy operational systems in which services are
produced and delivered appropriately and smoothly, and could meet the individual
needs of family. Evaluating the early intervention systems and finding out
important factors contributed to healthy functioning of service system has been
critical to the development of early intervention.

From the point of system operational mechanism, this study aimed to evaluate
the early intervention systems across the nation through (1)examining the contents
of  service design, delivery and management at local service-providing
organizations, (2) investigating the characteristics of those families of young
children with developmental delays in terms of involvement and parents’ attitudes
toward early intervention services, and (3) comparing the differences of perceptions
of early intervention among service providers and parents of young children with
developmental delays This study used survey, interviews, and documentation to
collect data from officials of local governments, service providers of organizations,

and parents of young children with developmental delays.

The resultsindicated that 1. the child’s sex, age as well as legitimate status, and
mother’s educational level significantly affected the child’s service conditions, 2.
the child’s legitimate status, the area, and mother’s educational level had significant
effects on how parents perceived their family life quality, 3. the area and mother’s
educational level significantly affected parents’ satisfactions of service provided by
case managers, and 4. the service contents provided by case management centers
were significant different upon areas.
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Contexts of early intervention: Systems and settings
(pp. 19-38). Baltimore: Brookes.
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