Gender and generation differencesin marital intimacy
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Abstract

The man purpose of the study is to
develop a measurement of marital intimacy
based on the indepth interview data
collected in the previous study. 64 items in
a Likert type scale provide a measure of
marital intimacy which includes 4 facets
gratitude, appreciation, closeness, and match.
Data from 575 married people living in
Taipel indicate that the marital intimacy scale

MIS  has high internal consistency

apha=.99 Factor analysis further
suggests MIS is an one-factor scale, with
four different components as hypothesi zed.

In order to develop an easly
administered measure of marital intimacy,
the MIS is then divided into two versions

MIS-A and MIS-B Both versions
include 32 items and have high internd
consistency  apha=.97 Correlation of
thetwo versonsisdso high  r=.98

The second purpose of the study is to
identify gender and generation differences in
marital intimacy among Chinese people.
Anayses revea that men perceive more
intimate feelings in marriage than woman,



especially the feeling of gratitude.
Results adso indicate that the generation

1996

differences in marita intimacy only reach 1996
margina significance level. However,
younger generation seems to show higher
sexud intimacy than older generation.
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