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Abstract

This study is to explore Filipino, Indonesian, Tailand and Vietnamese migrant workers’ impacts
and their meanings of gathering/consumption activities on divided cities in Taichung City. We will
take on empirical study in the citys’ commercial area or shopping street in Taichung City. Three major
research methods are applied, including questionnaire survey, participant observation and analysis and
interpretation. Data will be obtained from the questionnaire answers of migrant workers, local
inhabitants and shop keepers and analysed via SPSS10.3 statistical methods.

The main outcomes of this study are as follows :

(1) In Taichung City, we have found that the partitioning of urban space has begun to happen.
(2) Local inhabitants and shop keepers have same attitudes on changes before/after in

“population”,“spatio-functional”,“socio-economic  status”and“socio-spatial”, but different on
“cultural”and‘““activities”’dimension of migrant workers’ gathering/consumption activities.
(3) We find that the outcomes of migrant workers’ movement between commercial areas and
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between their working place/residence and commercial area are in accordance with“transnational
spaces linking cultural hearth and diasporic nodes”’model proposed by Carmen V-G. In the meantime,
most of migrant workers have high and special local identification on shopping streets, shops and
goods/services and high satisfication on spatial use of shopping streets.

(4) In the viewpoint of local inhabitants, people who are non-workers, non-business men/non-
professionals and who have jobs generally suggest that migrant workers’ gathering/consumption
activities have resulted in divided cities in Taichung City. And local inhabitants who think that there
are changes Dbefore/after in“cultural’and “activities”dimensions of migrant workers’
gathering/consumption activities, then divided cities will happen in Taichung City. In the viewpoint of
shop keepers, who are low education degree, the married and the unmarried generally suggest that
migrant workers’ gathering/consumption activities have resulted in divided cities in Taichung City.
And shop keepers who think that there are changes before/after in ‘“cultural”,“socio-economic
status”and  “activities”dimensions and there are no changes before/after in“spatio-
functional”dimension of migrant workers’ gathering/consumption activities, then divided cities will
happen in Taichung City.

Keywords: migrant workers, gathering, partitioning of urban space, Taichung City.
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