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Taiwan Social Change Survey 2007, Phase 5, Wave 3

In the early 1980s, the National Science Council initiated an unprecedented project: the
Taiwan Social Change Survey (TSCS hereafter). Data collected by the TSCS are released to the
academic community for substantive research two years after data collection is completed. The
first national representative survey was administered in 1985. Since then, the TSCS series has
released 40 survey data sets, which cover the behaviors, attitudes, and values of 84,893
respondents. According to the project directors of the well-known American General Social
Survey (GSS) and British Social Attitudes (BSA) Survey, the TSCS has become the largest of
all the general social survey series in the world (Smith et al. 2005:74). As part of the wave of
globalizing social surveys, the TSCS joined the International Social Survey Programme (ISSP)
in 2002 and became part of an East Asian survey team that initiated the East Asian Social
Survey (EASS) in 2003.

The 2007 TSCS consists of two modules, as usual. The Social Stratification module, which
is repeated every five years, covers such topics as the connection of education to the labor
market, subjective perceptions of stratification and lifestyles, and social networks. Investment,
consumption, and social exclusion are new topics added to the 2007 Social Stratification
module. A total of 2,040 completed questionnaires were obtained. The second module, Leisure
Time, includes the ISSP core questions and topics that reveal the current status of leisure life in
Taiwan. A total of 2,147 completed questionnaires were obtained for the Leisure Time module.
In addition, a barcode system for data key-in and quality control was introduced to expedite the
process of data cleaning and examination by incorporating coding, data key-in, and error
correction during the early stages of the fieldwork operation to ensure data quality. The
cumulated survey data will be released to the public, as it has been in the past, to provide the
empirical basis for understanding social changes over time in Taiwan,

Keywords: social change, survey research, social stratification, leisure
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