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ABSTRACT

To understand the public’s preparation and response to earthquakes,
the National Science and Technology Center for Disaster Reduction
conducted telephone interview surveys about 6 months after the Hualien
earthquake in 2018. Households located in areas of a seismic intensity of 5
or above were randomly sampled. A total of 2,049 valid responses were
collected. Within-household sampling was applied. This method allowed

the researcher to obtain data from respondents from all age groups.

The main findings were: (a) 37.0% showed no response the first
moment right after Hualien earthquake happened. (b) 24.4% evacuated to
an open space after the shaking stopped. Less than 2.7% of respondents left
their homes for few days for safe reasons. There were 62.8% of evacuees
went to houses of family or friends, instead of official shelters. (c) Only
25.9% of respondents agreed that “Drop, Cover and Hold on” (the strategy
promoted by the officials) was the most appropriate first response when an
earthquake strikes, whereas 48.6% considered “Triangle of Life” was the

correct response.

Keywords: earthquake response; drop, cover and hold on; triangle of life;
shelter
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