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The study on social outcomes of elder education and
international comparison

In order to assess the social outcomes of elder education, this study based on the last
year result of “The evaluation of social outcomes of elder education: the indicator
construction and application of health and civic engagement”, aims to investigate social
outcomes of older adult learning (hereafter older adult SOL) through focusing on the impact
toward health and civic and social engagement (hereafter CSE) after the older adults
received education and involved in learning activities.

This study use questionnaire survey. Subjects were the senior learners from three
categories of older adult educational institutes which are Evergreen Academy, Senior
Learning Center and Senior Learning Academy. A total of 9033 valid questionnaires were
collected. Valid recovery rate is 84.5095. The exact copies of questionnaires retrieved from
each category of older adult educational institutes are 3397 copies from Senior Learning
Center, 3455 from Evergreen Academy and 2181 from Senior Learning Academy.

Eight findings stand out: First, the older adult SOL include health and CSE. Second, the
health domain include two dimensions, which is health knowledge and health status. Third,
the CSE domain include four dimensions, which is individual, family, community and
society. Fourth, there is no significant difference between different age of the older adult
SOL. Fifth, the female participants have higher social outcomes than the males. Sixth, lower
educational level have higher social outcomes than the higher educational level participants.
Seventh, different kinds of older adult educational institution provide different level of older
adult SOL. Eighth, Senior Learning Center presented the best social outcomes. Suggestions
are offered for government agency dealing with older adult educational institutions.

Keywords: older adult education, social outcomes, health, civic and social engagement
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