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Abstract

This research plans to study “Taiwanese/Chinese Identity” this significant subject,
inquired into why it exist stably increasing tendency of “Taiwanese identity” among
constituents since Taiwan turned to democracy? In addition, no matter during what stage
of political development, the mixed identity — both claiming they are Taiwanese and
Chinese, plays the main tendency of Taiwan people’s self-identity for a long time?
Finally, how do cross-strait exchanges among people since the end of 1980’s practically
and conceptually affect Taiwan people’s self-identity?

This research plans to propose a theoretical framework that is constructed by
combining the “nationalist identity” and “identity recycling theory”. Based on this
framework, this research will examine how Taiwanese re-shapes his/her nationalist
self-identity while encountering the various experiences dealing with mainland Chinese
and relevant affairs. Furthermore, not only will this theoretical framework provide
conceptual explanation that coincidentally fit the empirical findings from survey data,
but also help to derive falsifiable hypotheses for advanced statistical analysis.

In sum, this research aims to provide theoretical explanation on the micro-dynamic
changes of Taiwanese self-identity. In addition, this project strives for working on
innovative and feasible statistical models and estimation methods to overcome the
existing limitation of data collection, as well as advance the empirical and dynamic
analysis of Taiwanese identity issue.

This project has completed a national-wide telephone interview with 1607 valid

subjects at first year. It successfully accomplishes the first year plan. It will proceed to a
comprehensive data analysis in the second year.

Keywords: Taiwanese identity, political development, mixed identity, nationalist
identity, cross-strait exchanges, identity recycling theory
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