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Abstract

To develop sudents potentidities and help
them succeed are important educational goals. If
gifted studerts abilities are nor fulfilled, ther
performance is lower than expected, they
become underachievers. Not only will this
decrease students  sdlf-redlization, incresse ther
frugtration, but dso harm the development of a
society and country. Using quditative methods,
the purpose of this sudy was to investigate
gifted underachievers  family impact induding the
characterigics of vdue sysdems, family
relationships, parenting styles and their impact on
gifted underachievers.
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Gifted underachievers were 3rd to 8th
graders from gifted classes. The researcher
made the teacher recommendation scade and
contacted directors of guidance centers from
schools with gifted programs in southern Taiwan
and encouraged them to recommend gifted (Ginsbery)
underachievers. Questionnaires were sent to
underachieving gifted students and their parents.
There were 277 valid questionnaires received
from students and 128 from parents. From those (Passow
who agreed to be interviewed, ten familieswere 1 9 9 2)
purposefully  sampled.  In-depth  interviews
induded underachieved students, their parents
and ther teachers. Qudlitative data from
interviews were findly andyzed and discussed
with quantitative deta from questionnaires. The
mgor findings concerning family impact on
underachieving gifted students are as follows
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