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Employment Status Survey of Indigenous
Peoples, 2009
Summary of Survey Results

Standard Period of Data: December 13 to December 19, 2009
Standard Date of Data : December 19, 2009

I. Basic Overview of Indigenous Peoples Age 15 or Older

In December 2009, there were 387,076 indigenous residents age 15 or

older in the Taiwan region.

Administrative region: 132,189 people lived in towns and cities which
were non-indigenous (34.15%), 129,862 people (33.55%) lived in mountain
villages, 106,746 people (27.58%) lived in plains townships for indigenous
peoples, 9,961 people (2.57%) lived in Taipei City, 8,318 people (2.15%) lived
in Kaohsiung City.

There is less of a change in the distribution of the indigenous population.
Population growth was more apparent in the non-indigenous towns and cities, as

the population grew 0.41% in comparison to the previous year.

Tribe distribution: the Amis Tribe occupied the majority at 37.84%, then
the Paiwan Tribe (19.05%), Atayal Tribe (16.19%), Bunun Tribe (9.60%),
Toroko Tribe (6.17%), Puyuma Tribe (2.93%), Rukai Tribe (2.31%), and the

smallest tribes were the Sakizaya Tribe, at less than 0.14%.

Gender : The male and female distribution was 48.59% and 51.41%
respectively. In the general public, the gender distribution favors females

(50.03% to 49.97%), amongst those 15 and older.



Age : The majority were aged 20 to 29 years old (21.74%), then 30 to 39
years old (20.23%), 40 to 49 years old (19.70%), 50 to 59 years old (14.20%),
15 to 19 (12.54%), and then those 60 years old and above (11.56%). Those 65
years of age and above occupy 12.70% of the general population, higher than

the 7.97% found in the indigenous population.

Education level : The majority of the indigenous population 15 years and
older had senior or vocational high school educations (37.67%), then elementary
school and below (25.07%), and junior high school (21.05%). When contrasted
with the general public, 68.72% of the general public possesses a senior or
vocational high school education or above, while this is true for only 53.80% of
the indigenous population. Comparisons made of recent years have shown
similar trends, and this shows that there is a severe gap between the overall

education level and quality of the indigenous population and the general public.

Marital Status : 50.46% were married, 35.73% were single, 6.84% were
divorced or separated, and 6.82% had deceased spouses. The marital status of

the indigenous population was roughly on par with the general population.

Family financial support : 66.92% of the indigenous population 15 years
and older needed to financially support their families. 41.45% of them were the
primary providers, 25.47% were the secondary providers, and 32.98% did not

need to support their families financially.

Health status: 63.35% of the indigenous population responded that they had
good health status (including excellent health), 11.61% had poor health
(included extremely unwell), 23.61% said they were of average health, and
1.86% did not respond.

Average monthly income, per person : The majority of the indigenous
population (28.08%) had no regular income or no income at all. Out of those
who did have an income, the majority (19.64%) earned less than NT$10,000,
then 18.96% earned between NT$20,000 and NT$30,000. On average, the



monthly income per person in the indigenous population 15 and older was
NT$14,770. The monthly job income for each individual who was employed
was NT$24,729, which was NT$968 more than the average income in 2008,
with a positive growth of 3.91%.

I1. Analysis of the Indigenous Labor Force

1.

Participation rate in the indigenous labor force was 58.87%,

unemployment rate 7.31%

As of December 2008, there were a total of 372,777 people in the indigenous
population who were 15 years of age, not including those currently serving
military duty, imprisoned, or declared missing. Among them, 219,465 people

were in the labor force and the participation rate was 58.87%.

When compared to the survey results from previous years, the 2009 labor
force participation rate for the indigenous population had fallen slightly, in
comparison to the previous year and had come to the lowest point ever. When
compared to the general public, the labor force participation rate for the
indigenous population was 58.87%, which is clearly higher than 58.11% in the
general public. Judging from the changes in the trend of previous years, the
trend may be that the labor force participation rate in the indigenous population

is approaching that of the general population.

Out of the indigenous labor force, 203,412 people were employable, 16,053

people were unemployed, and the unemployment rate was 7.31%.

When comparing survey results from previous years, it is seen that
unemployment in the indigenous population climbed from 8.15% in March 1999
to 9.83% in March 2001. It then lowered to 8.99% in May 2002 and declined
once more from 10.33% in May 2003 to 4.36% in December 2006. In
September 2009, it climbed to 8.85% and a decrease was seen in comparison to

December 2009.
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2.10.12% of the indigenous labor has ever had occupational accident

10.12% of the indigenous labor has ever had occupational accident. For
employed indigenous, there were 10.00% had ever had occupational accident;
for unemployed indigenous, there were 11.58% had ever had occupational
accident. The indemnify source of occupational accident, there are 28.77%

come from labor insurense, and 18.96% come from employer.

3. Unpaid wages most common problem in wage disputes for unemployed

indigenes

4.56% of the indigenous labor has ever had disputes over wages. Out of the
unemployed indigenes that have had wage disputes before, most of the disputes

stemmed from unpaid wages (67.80%).

4. 31.16% of the indigenous labor force was willing to attend vocational

training

31.16% of the indigenous labor force would like to attend vocational
training in the future. 68.60% did not want to participate in vocational training.
Out of the indigenous labor force which was willing to attend vocational
training in the future, the top three types of vocational training they hoped to
attend were in computer and information, hostel management, hospitality and

service, and construction and carpentry.

15.40% of the civilian indigenous population had attended vocational
training at governmental or private organizations previously. Among them,
61.37% worked in jobs relating to the training. The most common reason that
they did not work a related job was that there were "no job opportunities™, and

"being unable to find jobs relating to the training” came next.

5. 2.95% of the indigenous labor force participated in cooperative education

or apprentice programs

Only 2.95% of the indigenous labor force has been involved in cooperative
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education or apprentice programs. 51.50% of those who attended thought the
experienced helped in gaining employment, while the other 45.23% thought it
did not help.

. 2.58% of the indigenous labor force didn’t participat in social insurance

Only 2.58% of the indigenous labor force didn’t participat in social
insurance. The indigenous labor force participat in social insurance are National
Health Insurance and Labor Insurance. The most important reason that the indigenous
labor force didn’t participat in social insurance is “they don't have enough

money (73.05%)." 40.07% of the indigenous labor force business insurance.

I11. Analysis of the indigenous employment situation

1.

Most of the indigenous population was employed in the construction,
agriculture, forestry, fishing and animal husbandry, and manufacturing

industry

Employed indigenes worked most frequently in the Manufacturing
(13.81%), then the Construction (13.04%). In comparison to the general public,
a higher percentage of the indigenous population was clearly employed in the
Manufacturing, Wholesale and Retail Trade, Construction and Accommodation

and Food Services.

. Most of the indigenous population was employed as Service Workers and

Shop and Market Sales Workers

19.23% of employed indigenes worked as Service Workers and Shop and
Market Sales Workers, 19.23% as Elementary Occupations, and 19.20% as Craft
and Related Trades Workers. When compared to the general population, a
markedly higher percentage of the indigenous population worked as Craft and
Related Trades Workers, Plant and Machine Operators and Assemblers,

Elementary Occupations and Agricultural, Animal Husbandry, Forestry and
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Fishing Workers. However, percentages were lower in the indigenous
population when it came to other occupations such as Legislators, Government
Administrators, Business Executives and Managers, Professionals, Technicians

and Associate Professionals and Clerks.
. Most of the indigenous population was employed by the private sector

Most employed indigenes worked for the private sector, 70.17%. 11.35%
worked independently, 16.45% were employed by the government, 1.16%
worked for family members for no compensation, and 0.87% were employers.
Out of those employed by the government, 67.98% were not officially qualified

civil servants, and 31.64% were.

. The monthly job income for each individual who was employed was

NT$24,729

The monthly job income for each individual who was employed was
NT$24,729, which was NT$968 more than the average income in 2008, with a
positive growth of 3.91%. The monthly job income for each individual who was
employed in the indigenous population 15 and older was lower then general

people.

. 17.93% of the employed indigenes worked in piecemeal jobs; 7.46% of the

employed indigenes worked in temporary jobs provided by the government

Of the employed indigenous population, 17.93 responded by saying that
they worked piecemeal jobs. The percentage of the indigenous population
working piecemeal jobs has gone down from 29.11% in 2007 to 17.93% in 20009.
The majority of the indigenous population involved in piecemeal work would
like to make the transition over to regular employment (71.46%).Among the
employed indigenes who were working paying jobs, 7.46% were employed by

the government in temporary work.
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6. Employed indigenes had an average of 45.22 work hours per week

42.75% of employed indigenes worked 35 to 44 hours a week on average,
22.75% worked 45 to 54 hours, and 22.59% worked 55 hours or more weekly.
In terms of average work hours overall, employed indigenes worked an average

of 45.22hours weekly.

7. 82.76% of employed indigenes were satisfied with their work situation;
96.03% of employed indigenes have never been discriminated against in

their work place

82.76% of employed indigenes were satisfied with their current job
situation. The main reason they were not satisfied with their current jobs was

because the salary was too low.

The majority (96.03%) of indigenes has not been discriminated against in
their work places due to their indigenous status, and 3.36 have been

discriminated against.

IV. Analysis of the indigenous unemployment situation

The 2009 survey indicated that 16,053 people were unemployed, and the

unemployment rate was 7.31%.
1. Average length of unemployment for indigenes was 37.92 weeks

Unemployed indigenes, up until the standard period of data, had been
unemployed for 37.92 weeks on average. Number of weeks unemployed was
especially high in women (40.94 weeks), those higher in age, and those with

low education levels who were unemployed.

2. Most unemployed indigenes sought employment through personal

relationships, most relied upon family for financial support

The main resource unemployed indigenes utilized for their job hunt was
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asking family, friends, and teachers for recommendations (52.76%). Other
common sources were newspaper listings (41.23%) and seeking employment
through a governmental employment service organization (including online
services) (31.83%). While indigenes were unemployed, their primary source of
finances came from family support, as 65.48% of unemployed indigenes relied

upon their families for financial assistance.

During their job search, 40.53% of unemployed indigenes have
encountered job opportunities. The main reasons they did not take up these jobs
was because the job is too far away from home (33.10%), the work time isn’t

suitable (24.54%) and the salary is too low (21.97%).

57.61% of unemployed indigenes have not encountered job opportunities
during their job search. The main difficulty was that there were no job
opportunities within the area they lived (46.33%). Other difficulties included
age limitations (26.70%), education limitations (25.60%), insufficient

employment information (21.01%) and incompatible skills (19.70%).
. 56.20% of unemployed indigenes left their last job involuntarily

56.20% of unemployed indigenes left their previous job involuntarily. The
main reason for leaving their previous job involuntarily was that seasonal or
temporary work had ended and that business was downsizing or shutting down

for their work place .

. 64.03% of unemployed indigenes preferred to work in their hometown or

the neighboring regions

The jobs most unemployed indigenes hoped to have been in "housework
service", "travel, and sports”, and “construction work.” A total of 64.03% of
unemployed indigenes hoped to work in their hometowns or neighboring
regions. 21.83% of unemployed indigenes hoped to work in metropolitan areas.
46.29% of the unemployed indigenes who hoped to work in their hometowns or

neighboring regions felt that there were no job opportunities they wanted in the
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local region.
5. The expected salary and the expected salary which need leave the home

23.35% unemployed indigenes expected salary NT$20,000 to NT$29,999
per month, than NT$10,000 to NT$19,999 per month (10.99%), 56.33% said no

matter salary is, they will go to work.

If unemployed indigenes have to leave their house, 15.20% unemployed
indigenes expected salary NT$30,000 to NT$39,999 per month, than
NT$20,000 to NT$29,999 per month (8.80%). 46.72% unemployed indigenes
aid no matter salary is, they won’t go to work, 20.97% unemployed indigenes

aid no matter salary is, they will go to work.
V. Analysis of the non-labor force situation for indigenes

153,312 people in the indigenous population belonged to the non-labor
force in December 2009. The most common reason for not participating in the
labor force was that they were pursuing their studies or preparing for further
education (30.59%), then responsible for household chores (27.27%),that they
were elderly, mentally or physically disabled, or unable to work (21.24%),
sick(7.38), taking a break (7.22%), and want to work and haven't found a job,

but are able to work at any time (5.35%).
V1. Analysis of the female indigene labor situation

In December 2009, there were total 153,312 indigenous women. Among
them, 102,341 women were in the labor forceand the participation rate was
51.80%. Out of the indigenous labor force, 95,293 women were employable,

7,048 women were unemployed, and the unemployment rate was 6.89%.

Reasons for not participating in the labor force, listed by frequency, are:
being responsible for household chores, studying or preparing for school, and

being 65 years or older or mentally/physically disabled.
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1. Employment situation for indigenous women

Employed indigenes worked most frequently in the Service Trade, then the
Industry and Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Animal Husbandry. Employed
indigenes worked as Service Workers and Shop and Market Sales Workers and
Elementary Occupations. On average, employed indigenous women work 44.78
hours per week, but they earned NT$21,380 per month less than male worker

(NT$27,686).
2. Unemployment situation for indigenous women

The indigenous women were unemployed for 40.94weeks on average,
more than 5.35weeks as men (35.59 weeks).The main resource unemployed
indigenes wemen utilized for their job hunt was asking family, friends, and
teachers for recommendations.The jobs most unemployed indigenous women

hoped to have were in housekeeping services and hospitality, travel, and sports.
VII. Tracking and analysis of the labor situation for interviewed indigenes

Out of all the indigenes tracked and interviewed 52.88% had been doing
some type of work in the past year, whilst responsible for household chores and

studying were the next most frequent response.

Tracking and analysis of the indigenes, 6.60% had ever switched primary

job. The most switched primary job times was switched once (83.08%).

Tracking and analysis of the indigenes that had ever witched primary job
worked most frequently in the construction work (19.78%),travel, and sports
(12.32%), Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Animal Husbandry (11.76%) and
quality contral (11.35%). 26.99% of tracking employed indigenes worked as
Elementary Occupations, Craft and Related Trades Workers (20.88%), Service
Workers and Shop and Market Sales Workers (19.20%) and Plant and Machine
Operators and Assemblers(11.55%).
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