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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to evauate
individud's mentd hedlth in the context of socid
environment.  Specificaly, variables across
different levels which include oné's attributes,
neighborhood experience, and community
characterigtics would be examined to explore
their relationship with oné's mental hedth.

Communities in southern Tawean, induding
one didrict from Kaohsung City and four
townships (Hsang) from Kaohsung County,
were purposvely selected to represent three
different types (urban, suburban and rurd) of

Pe



communities after which, by random sampling,
416 subjects were recruited for the interview
urvey.  Questionnaire containing the measure
for menta hedth (CHQ) and perceved
neighboring experience was administered for
data collection. At the same time, data derived
from the governmentd archives were aggregated
to indicate the characteridtics of a community
which included population densty, community
socioeconomic - condition, and  community
Sahility.

The multilevd analyss showed that
personad income, community SOcioeconomic
condition, and perceived socid support from
neighborhood were gatisticaly sgnificant when
associated with ongs mental hedlth status. It
seems influence of an individud's mental hedth
datus was affected not only by oné's attributes,
but dso by the neighborhood within which
people experience daly life. The detalls and
meaning of these findings will be discussed.
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Odds Ratio (95% C.1.) p Vdue

1.54(0.87 2.72) 0.13
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1.13 (0.68 1.88) 0.63

0.79 (0.64 0.97) 0.03
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