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Revitalization of Community Life by Local Initiatives in the Transformed and
Globalized Environment:
A Sociological Study in Czech and Slovak Cases Abstract
A collapse of the Communist regime and the following system transformation in
Central Europe brought forth a larger socio-economic differentiation between regions
as well as a social vacuum in local community. In efforts for filling this vacuum and
revitalizing the community life, active citizens have associated themselves in a shape
of NPO and the like these ten years or so.
Our project aims at revealing the social, economic and political background of
their birth and development, the internal group processes in their actual activities, the
external relations with local, regional and nation-wide institutions concerned, and the
effects of their actions upon community life for revitalization. The outcome of this
research is expected to provide implications for the development of grass-roots
democracy in politics, of job creation in economy, and of self-organization in society
at the local level.
To achieve this aim, we plan to conduct case studies in four local communities:
Olomouc(original is Pardubice) and Roudnice nad Labem in the Czech Republic, and
Presov and Banska Stiavnica in Slovakia. Two research tools will be used hereby:
A quantitative questionnaire survey of inhabitants’attitudes in those cities/towns, and
a qualitative interview method for the key persons in a given community and the
leading members of a given civic association.
The research will be carried out in cooperation with the Czech team headed by
Zdenka Mansfeldova (Vice-Director of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech
Republic) and the Slovak team headed by Lubomir Faltan (Scientific Secretary of the

Slovak Academy of Sciences).

keywords: post-Communist society, community revitalization, local initiatives,
civic associations, civil society

Mo 8 RATE T ﬁ”*’f&%‘éé m‘?i‘”‘ﬁ%aﬂ”*’ﬁ » 7 PH\’P 3 ‘é;,; 5&%
TERTHE - HRA D3 ’Nﬂ*ukﬁﬁ«%’* ¥ o A pd e R oo 1989 &
A itz s AP EFAEY A 4E’:‘¥é"‘$” SR < - U e SR CIE AN &
LA ik g B R Aes AR 0 A PIRAY 4 P s et - R A
PR ENEEAE AP AL AP FIEHRT UPT SREVREY ¥
@W%b«*ﬁ ViR Ak g or R X o RE A RIR P T anukEREE A
FAFR oA RS EARFTARNGAA D BRI RY o E B PE Y

2



PR PR AR ROE A 2 EA PR L EenmE iz o - LA E Y
AR - KA 2o FE B R B T3
S APE BB WY RE SRR T R B AR X
P AR PET I ApT B 2 o

80 # M rrk 2k AEE R L AT H LB BRRE SO
An T o XA l“qfun\}_,ﬁiub FE R dpthe 3 FiE2 AEES S ¢ o r
AT R REE D PAFREZFEL LT IEF 2R G PR
Borird tZpEitipad o kp 3 pm;ms ,ﬁ_g\,\i\#g,}, DN e
“wﬁ’ﬁﬁ*ﬁg”* N nE B ER T A PFRD A E S
»ATER D RE P\»’"m?é;% PR LR D ehE B AR N B S AL ¢
Eﬁ%ﬁinf VAP LGEE c H AP S ALE p A
IR A #naﬁkfﬂiﬁﬁﬁnﬁm#i’%gaﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ&ﬁngEA
P EH R g A S AR EE RA > R A2 (S e B A € IR BIRAR
NEREF R A ER Y B RAS S AR A A A NP A ezt
J@ﬁi%'%@ﬁ [P S EE AR L § RS A LS AR

Iy

"tﬂ

e

She
—*‘\

1 &4 FOFP AT DL ERFHIBTANFNY B DA EFE 2
éﬁoi&&ﬁ%g%mﬂ BT AP AERT AT SBAET RA kP
» AP FHEE P

*;;_\aa\@h~mg»y}a\ﬁﬂ§]wg4af;& m7r+§ EAE FUAF R o #
PER AR ABAER H a2 s B2 RN S B
MR MR B PRAREATE DS Ffﬁéﬁﬁ%f‘?" °

AR RERE SR
RN \uzu;igﬁzk

Foo 0 AR R ARG AR A

%A BB P ARG ARRRE 2R

\\\Xr

Ping
Mg
ﬂ I%

'l;l__‘ g

\\\Xr

b

m

* % R
Two sociological classic literatures have inspired us to develop our idea of research.
Maclver’s work (Maclver 1917) provided us a theoretical viewpoint on the
relationship between “community”and “association”, and Lynd’s work (Lynd & Lynd
1929; 1937) gave us plenty of methodological hints for empirical studies in
community affairs and their changes.

Concerning studies in the system transformation, there are numerous publications
by economists, sociologists and political scientists including Taiwanese scholars (;£
7 222006; 5% 5 WE& 54 #72006). Among others the most informative for our
research is the work by Adamski and his colleagues (Adamski et al. eds. 1999),
in which the Czech and the Slovak cases are analyzed by Machonin, Buncak and
others from the sociological viewpoint. From his own investigation in the Czech

Republic and Slovakia, Ishikawa published two books on political, economic and
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labor transformation processes of these countries (% *'' 1993; 2004). As a general

background information of the countries studies, Ishikawa wrote two books (% "'

1992; 2006). Inglehart’s research on the national character in different countries

illustrates a large similarity between Slovak and Taiwanese people and a fairly

similarity between Czech and Taiwanese people as well in terms of value system
(Inglehart 2000 ) .

Those works provide us a sociological view over the general situations of the
society and its change in those countries. Mansfeldova and her colleagues carried out
a series of research on political structure people’s participation and the consensus
formation in post-Communist countries in Europe, among others in the Czech
Republic and Slovakia (Kitschelt et al. 1999; Mansfeldova & Kroupa eds. 2008).

In connection with that, the formation of civil society and NPO activities has

been highlighted in post-Communist countries (Salamon 1999; VOLUNTAS 2000;
Boros 2000; Glenn 2000; DeHoog & Racanska 2003); Mansfeldova et al. 2004;
Zimmer 2004; Rakusanova 2005). Publications on this topic gives us nation-wide
information related closely to our research.

The focus of our research is left on grass-roots activities at the local level. In this
concern field studies in the situations and their change in local towns in Slovakia and
neighboring countries (Faltan & Ishikawa eds. 1993a; 1993b; Faltan 2001; Ishikawa
ed. 1994; Stastny 2007; % "' 2007; "' 4 2007; ¢ < FAE L FLEFA T AT
1992; 2001). Investigation in the social change in Czech local communities by Michal
Illner (former director of the Institute of Sociology of the Academy of Sciences of the
Czech Republic) and his research team is also suggestive to us.

Specific studies in the network formation of small entrepreneurs in Central
European countries at the local level were carried out by Ishikawa and his Central
European colleagues and the outcome was published in three volumes (Ishikawa ed.
2003; 2004; 2005). Trade unions as a kind of NPO in the post-Communist countries
were investigated by Mansfeldova and other (Kunsznir & Pleines eds. 2008). Chang
conducted researches in Suzhou and the surroundings in Mainland China in terms of
socio-economic development accelerated by Taiwanese investment (5& 4% 2003;
2005; 2006; 2007 ). This experience will be actualized in our field studies as well.
Following those works above, we intend to drew down the discussions of civil
society and NPO to the local community level, and enlarge the scope of research to

other activities than those of small entrepreneurs and trade unions.
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