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Democracy, Political Parties, and Taiwan’s Mass Politics: Research
on the Electorate in the 1996 Presidential Election

ABSTRACT

This research project was sponsored by the National Science Council, series
number NSC 85-2414-H031-004-Q3. The principal researcher is Professor Ying-lung
You, of the department of political science at Soochow University. The associate
researchers include Professors Fu Hu, Yun-han Chu, Ming-tong Chen of National
Taiwan University and Professor Huo-yan Shyu from Academia Sinica.

The presidential and vice-presidential election held in March of 1996 was the
first-ever-direct popular presidential election in the history of the ROC. After a long
transition process, the selection of national leaders as well as the highest-level
officials through this most important democratic ritual signifies that political
democratization in Taiwan has finally been achieved. Our study, the first of its kind
to examine the electorate in a presidential election, focuses on the voting behavior of
the electorate.  After the fourth constitutional amendment in 1997, the governmental
system of the ROC has gradually moved towards the so-called ‘administrative
dual-track system’ (or the ‘administrative dual-head system’). This system endows
the President with many substantial executive powers, including nominating the
president of the Executive Yuan and dissolving the Legislative Yuan. As a result, the
quadrennially held presidential election hereafter is critical to the continued evolution
of this entire political system. Therefore, studying the electorate in presidential
elections will no doubt become a focal point in future studies of voting behavior in
Taiwan.

In designing the questionnaire, the research team chose to use the structured
closed-questionnaire format with a few open-ended questions. The open-ended
questions asked interviewees about what problems they thought needed to be solved
first; what political positions and propositions of the candidates they supported; and if
and why they considered choosing an opposing presidential candidate. Ten parts make
up the whole structure of the questionnaire, with the first two parts beginning with the
electorate’s political attitudes and interests, then their knowledge of each group of
candidates and their evaluation of each candidate’s personal characteristics and
abilities. The third part includes party identification and party image, followed by the
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fourth part inquiring about group identification. The fifth part concerns issues raised
during the election and each candidate’s position on the issues. The sixth part includes
voting choices, voting motivations, and voting orientations. The seventh part includes
the use of media and social networks. The eighth part is general political attitudes,
which include viewpoints on the unification-independence issue, the Lee Teng-hui
Complex, and attitudes toward Mainland China’s military exercises. The ninth part is
perception of the presidential election process and assessment of the election. The last
part asks for the interviewee’s personal data, such as age, educational level,
occupation, and income.

The purpose of this survey is to study the level of impact evaluation of
candidates has on an electorate’s voting decisions. Besides taking into account the
important demographic characteristics of the sample population, it is critical to make
certain that the percentage of votes given to the three parties in the sampled areas
accord with the distribution of votes in the areas where each presidential candidate
holds majority support. To meet the needs of our research, we use the multiple-stage
sampling method. It includes the principle of probabilities proportional to size (PPS),
combined with stratified sampling and systematic sampling to strengthen the
representation of the sample.
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