Inter generational emotional complexes-marriage and family
experiences of women in two generations
NSC 89-2413-H-030-002

600

88 8

1

89 7 31

Abstract

This study is a pat of a two-year
research, which ams at studying the
emotional complex between married women
in two generations. The researcher proposed
that the relationship between mother and
daughter and expectation from mother-in-law
to daughter-in-law would blur the personal
boundary of an individua ,thus cause
intergenerational emotiond conflicts.

In the present study, the concept of
intergenerational emotional complex was
further explored. Several instruments were
developed to measure intergenerational
feelings of ambivalence and feelings of guilt.
A questionnaire packet was administered to
600 married women living in the northern
part of Taiwan.

Results indicated that married women
experience more emotional complexes from
parent-in-low than from parents. Ther
feelings of ambivalence toward parents seem
to be more obvious than their feelings of
guilt toward parents. In addition, several
factors such as work status, age, education,
face-to-face interaction with  parents
parents-in-law are al contributed to different
aspects of intergenerational emotional



complexes. Those complexes are also found
negatively related to an individud's hedth
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