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A Study of the Specialization and
Decentralization in the Core of
Metropolis— Kaohsung & Taichung
Metropolitan Area

The evolution of metropolitan economic
gpatid structure and the role of its centrd area
are dways the essentid matters concerned by
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gpatia  dructure researchers and  planners.
Certain scholars assert that the prosperity of
suburbs leads the core to a decline. Other
authors, however, have suggested that the
growth of suburbs may aso be the reflection of a
strong metropolitan core whose economic base
is in increesng pecidization. Under the
leadership of the specidized core center, the
metropolis is reconsolideting as an integrated
gpatid unit with highly competitive production
networks. This research examines the Stuations
of gpecidizaion and decentrdization in
Tawanee metropolises (this year focuses on
Kaohsiung & Tachung). The databases of
DGBS s Indudrid and Commercid Census,
which were undertaken every five year, are used
in the empiricd anadyss covers the years of
1981, 1986, 1991 and 1996. Firms surveys by
posta questionnaire will also be undertaken for
those highly dynamic sectors concerning ther
movements and reasons, their scae, and, the
floor areas they occupied etc. The reaults
indicate that only the sector of “Busness
Savices’ has dgnificantly aggregated in the
Cores of the two metropolises, while other
sectors have presented the dtuation  of
decentrdization. It is dso found that the
development of high order services (HOS)
sector in these two metropolises appeared
characteridics of: dynamic; high vaue added,
professond divison; smdl in scae aggregation
and need to approach to the market. However,
HOS firms in these two metropolises have not
developed strong internationd interactions only
acting on local service orientation.
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(Coffey and Polese, 1996)
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