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Abstract

The pilot project of A Comparative Study of Religious Experience in Taiwan,
led by Professor Yen-zen Tsai and his research team and funded by the National
Science Council, started in Nov. 2008 and completed in Dec. 2011. The purpose of
this project is to establish a data bank on religious experience of Taiwanese people by
way of questionnaire and interviews. It aims as well to cooperate with its foreign
counterparts and provide international community of scholars of religion with
firsthand data for comparative studies.

Taking “religious experience” as its focused investigation, the pilot project has
gone through a rigorous process of literature review, design of a questionnaire for
survey, cognitive interviews, focus interviews, pre-test, formal interviews, and data
coding. This was done by convening six advisory meetings, nine seminars on related
topics, and three special lectures delivered by foreign specialists. With regard to the
questionnaire that comprises 121 questions, it incorporated important parts of the
Religious Experience among the Han Chinese (REHC) survey conducted during 2004
in mainland China. Also, it consulted the questionnaire listed at the Alister Hardy
Religious Experience Research Centre (University of Wales, Trinity Saint David). In
addition, it referred to the serial questionnaires of the Taiwan Social Change surveys
conducted respectively in 1994, 1999, and 2004 to finalize its own version of the
Religious Experience Survey in Taiwan (REST).

In close cooperation with the Center for Survey Research (CSR) and Academia
Sinica, and with assistance from the Ministry of the Interior, this pilot project was
able to access the household registry information about Taiwan’s residents. It adopted
the method of random sampling for its research and recruited 100 interviewers to
work in the field. Through an intensive interview process over four months under
structured supervision, this project collected 1714 valid responses and coded them
with the SPSS software.

The research team has preliminarily analyzed the REST and, supplementing it
with historical documents, come up with a book tentatively titled Religious
Experience in Contemporary Taiwan. The team further hosted an international
conference in June 2011 and invited international scholars to focus on the REST and
explore religious experience from sociological, psychological, and political scientist
perspectives. A collection of essays, tentatively titled Interdisciplinary Studies of
Religious Experience: The Case of Taiwan, ensued; it is being edited and waits for

publication.
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