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Abstract

How do university students in Taiwan and mainland China understand democracy?
We find both similarities and differences in understandings of democracy between
students on either side of the Taiwan Strait. Comparing these understandings can offer
us potential insights into mainland China’s future path of democratic development.
Because democracy is a politically sensitive issue in mainland China, in order to ensure
that students provide their true understandings of democracy, we use a list experiment,
covering students in six universities in Taiwan (National Taiwan University, National
Chengchi University, Tunghai University, National Chung Cheng University, and
National Sun Yat-sen University) and five universities in mainland China (Tsinghua
University, Peking University, Renmin University, Nanjing University, and Sun Yat-sen
University). We collected 936 effective responses in Taiwan and 1,483 effective
responses in mainland China, giving a total of 2,419 effective responses. The
experiment covers essential features of democracy, namely direct elections (for the head
of the executive and the legislature), multi-party competition, and political equality. The
results of the cognitive experiment show significant experimental results (p=.001) for
Experiment 1 and 2 (direct elections), Experiment 3 and 4 (multiparty competition),
and Experiment 5 (political equality: university education). However, the experimental
effect for Experiment 6 (political equality: members of ruling party) is not significant.

The experimental results show that Taiwanese university students score somewhat
higher than their counterparts in mainland China on direct elections and multiparty
competition. However, it also finds a certain degree of elitism among Taiwanese

students which they may be afraid of revealing due to political correctness.
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&E_Bpl > sEH R AE IR - B A AL A AR AR
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TS EFTIE TR (R7E © (B AL - WBESEZITENSUR T - A — 5T
et BB RAR AR ceiling or floor effects) K &ua AL AT PR % -
LUN > ASGRH S ST 5w R B T Rt easa t Adeat T A M 1o 3w

BT RRHT AT ST o

(—) B YRR

WFIATHL A R BRI AR R BB — RV EE P BT i
TR ZEhE R BRI - (H72 BB IReE IS T s & R Ry 880E b N SRR
A HAE o BIFTEEAY R AGHR (BEHAR)3 5(Kuklinski, Cobb and Gilens 1997; Blair
and Imai 2012; Glynn 2013) = 225 > 1F 4 [EEEEIVE R S - [0 0 AEZ

A AR G R B AT IR - 1 4 R EUEF RN SRR &R

0

EREYERIH) - R a)EEER - BI(ER) B AR RHE A 8 S0 > [R1E 8 (B R m e

BE > HECKRR T ZaiEmEETA - Wit &858 R R LRy
[EIRAR - M Re LN G EEE T -
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ST ARG 2R3 AR - B R BN E ST > R /DB B IR ERR
SR A BEME (Kuklinski, Cobb and Gilens 1997) « 55— » TZC S (E ST 58 0E 5 B 0E
L O AR [ 5 = — 20U 1Y 388 T (Droiteour et al. 1991) « B2BAKER - 4155 H

TR RIS G N R RAVERIE » SR AT B R RE RS
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I O e B TR Y AU B PR a4 R A BRI R st - (E 2 T BB w38 10
BRI - AL - Glynn (2013)E5AE/5 B TP I A B E AR BETH &5 40
[BRAYPSRAI - 4 m DAEIHRF Jeki KA EARBCR Y w75 A0 528 FEEAV R - A2 H T Fe o -
Glynn 8 ANES F#75 B Ay H o —JH (RERIHESH EREE) UL AL SR A LR
PR RERETEm (intelligent design) > 5% BEIHEA[EI VRV ILIGHE - WG 4R
BERAVIEARESE 7] DA EAly R -

bR T RACHRUCER Z 5 B B RS R T A a2 J(design
effect)y{EE% L (Blair and Imai 2012) - ArafaE TROCRTERYE NI ABURIEBEIHE 2 1%
DA B TR TS B TP A (0] R)ahan - A0SR 2l e PAh BEE Z fH Y
BRI - FREEHIEAYAE R AT RE R A (RERHY © (Rl Blair 71 Imai (2012) 85T
s T HZE I BEIEDR BEAS » B F nTRE PR IBE A 15 22 ] (unambiguous ) 18875 - 53+7
A TR IE ARSI A o [EAh » Blair ~ Imai f1 Lyall (2014){£f & 45575 H
B HRAIEE H R (endorsement experiment) - BT R A SCRFEEFTETHY T IR
HEFIERFX | (International Security Assistance Force, ISAF) » fifi{728 2% B & B IR K
A B EERER I gEBRS It TR - 7% > Mg
WHFEE S TE BRI 2 Al » BB — S A BRI S B A S AR R G -
WA RE D B G Y 72 S RAGIRSER -

(25532 AR

FS A B R R R A 2 T (R TR A A 2
HRTE {34 (OB E S HRVET R AP » FTATESIHT L » 8755 2 b O o (2
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ZHN > WA R AR VIR R R s A (A g 2 - B B ARy AR (e
ERIETEA FUETIIIT Ry ~ BRI B — SR TR - NI - AR E R Rt
AVRFIE S ER A T &eat oo ERYZ T ATRE -

AR AR EAEE T AAFTZEn - s YA B E iprvas t5a)
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Ferh > AEE SR T RS e EHETO B TREE SR EREN - i
AR TZEIRHAY 2 5 R — [ S EEE I - EEIETIRE ERIE (B R,
sT ATLUZERY © Blair Al Imai (2012)R1E8 R B EZERIRH 238 T 7AREZA T LA
FENNEREET AT HIRER » AR E R IE MR RIS R TR IR AERY AT REME - T2
B E B BRI T FEATT » Imai (2011) ~ Blair A1 Imai (2012)7H & ARHEUE
(Maximum likelihood) & {5177 BE B B Be HHHUSRUNT 5 77 Eb(joint distribution) » HJ5
TR HE FA{ER T & A FE(Blair, Imai, and Lyall 2014) Kz 52 B 7575 ELTH
KR/ % (Rosenfeld, Imai, and Shapiro 2016) - E A {FIEEEAT AR > iFEE
E e R EE R OTEEE: - A FEREEIERA B0 Fil - AEREE - K
HEEE ~ JEEMES - I BURERERREE « R B EAPEER - BETT
BT 2T e o ATHSE M -

{h ~ AETERFEEGT

75 & P EREBU A S - AETEIFY 2015 42 10 HE] 2016 4 12 HZ
EFSE M T AR ERRENLD SRR ASRER ERAETEREERE
st A )72 T AT E LU - (1) RER L BSR4 B4~ (2)
R B HEAIMRE RS ~ (3) tH & RIEAERE 2P - FEHI AL EliE 28 5
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SRR DUR SRR 1 5 R SRR S R ERORNER 2SR5
HNEEEagHBERFERAE VAN - TENFRZ —E2EH 1990 F
REERE LK 37% B i ERNR EHIE R E AR ER A IBUaERE
HitZER FAWFERME SR &2 2 EAZE TGP st B B £
[REREEEEN SRR - S TE > B i EFRA R E S B EEAZAAE
N BUNE JTHIHIER S - 2 55t A AT RE AT AR A s P R A -
it H B E#EAR RS B EE N BUABUR M FR 2 ) E 2 EAR
EREAAA RS EEE ARG TREEEHN B b ERAREAVZA W
RUE S Y R ERR RS aRE b TR sE A EA o

PRI B2 57 i 7 B HT (e Bl s B S Y A S BT iR E H E R UR £
B{E - AT ERER - FEmF U ABUE FE=([HEHERXR R
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o)

B GEFEE SR AL - B2 NB S A ESREREETERE
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1: R F&3/0: 72 %L
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=@l - 8ET 6 TABURNEET - 18 ENEREETH DA K 6 (e B AR B R
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