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: Taiwanese people’ s state identity has been an important

aspect of Taiwan politics since the 1990. However, the
accumulation of knowledge in this field has been limited by
the lack of conceptual framework that advances empirical
studies. This study attempts to provide a conceptual
framework of state identity that portraits Taiwan as a
unique case of state identity. Employing empirical data
collected from interviews and a representative telephone
survey, we depict a picture about who prefers “status
quo” and who prefers changing the name of Republic of
China (ROC) to Taiwan. This conceptual framework draws how
state, party, and ethnic/national identity related to each
other. By focusing on people’ s identification with the
name and symbols of the state (ROC) symbol and country
names, we present how this conceptual framework advances
our understanding about the contribution of concurrent
empirical studies on Taiwan identity politics and how this
stream of research would contribute to the development of
relevant state identification theories.

state identity, ethnic identity, party identification,
unification-independence stances, status quo
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Who Want the Status Quo? Inspecting How Ethnic Identity Influences Taiwanese
Voters’ Identification with the Republic of China

Abstract

Taiwanese people’s state identity has been an important aspect of Taiwan politics
since the 1990. However, the accumulation of knowledge in this field has been limited
by the lack of conceptual framework that advances empirical studies. This study attempts
to provide a conceptual framework of state identity that portraits Taiwan as a unique case
of state identity. Employing empirical data collected from interviews and a representative
telephone survey, we depict a picture about who prefers “status quo” and who prefers
changing the name of Republic of China (ROC) to Taiwan. This conceptual framework
draws how state, party, and ethnic/national identity related to each other. By focusing on
people’s identification with the name and symbols of the state (ROC) symbol and country
names, we present how this conceptual framework advances our understanding about the
contribution of concurrent empirical studies on Taiwan identity politics and how this
stream of research would contribute to the development of relevant state identification

theories.

Keywords : state identity, national identity, party identity, unification-independence

stances, nation-state
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