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A Changing Political System and Electoral Behavior: Research on Voting
Behavior in the 1994 Taiwan Provincial Governor’s Election

ABSTRACT

This research project is sponsored by the National Science Council, series number
NSC-2414-H-001-003-Q3 and conducted by the Sun Yat-sen Institute for Social Sciences and
Philosophy, Academia Sinica, and the political science graduate institute at National
Taiwan University (NTU). The principal researcher is Dr. Huo-yan Shyu of Academia
Sinica. The associate researchers are as follows: Professors Fu Hu, Yun-han Chu, Te-yu Chen,
and Shung-lian Liang, all faculty members of the political science department at NTU; Dr.
Nai-teh Wu, research fellow at the Academia Sinica; Professor Yung-tai Hung, research
fellow at the Election Study Center, National Chengchi University; Ming-tong Chen, a
professor of the Graduate Institute of San Min Chu I, NTU; and finally, Professor Ying-lung
You, the political science department at Soochow University.

This is an empirical study of the Taiwan Provincial Governor’s election campaign in
1994. The purpose of our research is to understand the relationship between the voting
behavior of the electorate and the political system. This research addresses several issues.
First is the relationship between a voter’s socio-economic background and party identification.
The second is party preference, including party image and orientation as well as the strength
of party identification. The third is ethnic identity and national identity. In respect to ethnic
identity, we categorized "Taiwanese' and 'Chinese’ as the two identity orientations. As for
national identity, we used ‘Taiwan Independence' and 'Chinese Reunification' as the two ends
of the spectrum. The fourth issue concerns the 'Lee Teng-hui complex' and the relationship
between mass psychology and voting behavior. The fifth issue concerns the observation of
political culture and voters' political attitudes. Finally, the last topic concentrates on political

participation, political mobilization, and personal characteristics of a candidate.

We used the multiple-stage sampling method in this project. This includes the
principle of probabilities proportional to size (PPS), combined with stratified sampling and
systematic sampling. In the design of the questionnaire, we used the structural questionnaire
format with a few open- ended questions mainly dealing with political stance and opinions on

the issue of independence and reunification.
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