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A Changing Political System and Electoral Behavior: An Analysis of
the1993 Election of the County Magistrate and the City Mayor

ABSTRACT

The principal researcher is Professor Chen Ming-tong, the graduate institute of
San Min Chu | of National Taiwan University. The associate researchers are
Professors Hu Fu, Chen Te-yu, Chu Yun-han, all faculty members of the political
science department of National Taiwan University, Hung Yung-Tai of National
Chengchi University, and Wu Nai-the, Institute of Ethnology of Academia Sinica.

Within our analytical framework we draw a connection between the political
system and the electoral activities of the populace. We first divided the electorate into
two categories. The first are voters influenced by their voting orientation and the
second are non-voters.

1. Voting behavior.

Conceptually, we divided the voters into platform orientation and non-platform
orientation. Platform orientation can be further divided into three types:(1) system
identification, (2)structure of norms, and (3) ability to decide and execution of the
decision. Non-platform orientation includes candidate orientation, relationship
orientation, and the personal preferences of each voter. Candidate orientation
encompasses a candidate’s personality type, past achievements, education, career,
family, etc. Relationship orientation includes a personal network, a social network,
and a political network. Our past research showed that voters based their decisions
on personal, psychological, and external factors. We listed seven factors in our
analytical framework:(1)citizen responsibility (2)political trust and efficacy
(3)instrumental voting orientation(4)party mobilization (5) effect of primary
group(6)effect of secondary group(7)candidate’s exhortation.

2. Non-voting behavior.

In our analytical framework, we divided the reasons for not voting into two categories.
The first set are objective factors which include: (1)health constraints such as illness
or physical incapacity (2)natural environmental constraints such as natural disasters
and long distances between home and the polling stations (3)social constraints such as
pressure from social groups. The second set are subjective factors which include:
(1)political distrust-the non-voter didn’t believe that the electoral system could recruit
good candidates or the elected candidate will be ineffective (2)political alienation-the
non-voter felt political affairs were too complex leading to psychological evasion, or
didn’t discuss politics and therefore decided not to vote (3)low efficacy-the non-voter
didn’t think he or she could influence the performance of politicians or the
government by voting, so he or she decided not to vote.

This research survey focuses on the electorates of Taipei county and Taichung
county. We wused the multiple-stage sampling method which encompasses
probabilities proportional to size (PPS), combined stratified sampling, systematic
sampling, and double sampling in order to take advantage of the distinct benefits
derived from each method.
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ABSTRACT

This volume is a preliminary report of our research about Taiwan’s
magistrate election in 1993. Most of research findings have been done from
a voter side. In the beginning chapter, we review main articles of related
topics and try to build up a general framework for analyzing electoral
behavior. Chapter two demonstrated the research design. This includes three
main tasks, defining key concepts, developing measurement method and
collecting data.

In chapter three we examine the social basis of parties, especially, the
New Party which founded just before the election. We also show the social
cleavage structure to explain the creating of the New Party.

In the chapter four, we analyze which and how the candidate factors
influence the voter’s choice. These include social economic variable, issue
position, partisanship and personality of candidates. Among those factors,
we find partisanship, issue position, and occupation highlight most variation
in explaining voting choice.

The chief discourse of chapter five is to find out the effect of social
network. Statistics show the primary, secondary, and geographic group did
reinforce the direction of voter’s decision. This demonstrate the existence
of multi-mobilization using by KMT to win elections across the traditional
electoral variables.

Key Words: Magistrate Election, Voting Behavior, Candidate Orientation,
Party Orientation, Social Cleavage, Social Network Mobilization.
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